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Letter to Mason City 
Friend Revealed 

By Clark Molicnhoff 

(Of The Rcgister'i Washington Bureau) 

(Conyright, t7««, Des Moines Register 
and Tribune Company) 

j WASHINGTON, D. C. - Hans 
-V. Tofte, a star CIA operative, 
Indicates ho has inside infor- 


CHARLES E. 
STRICKLAND 

roici on his home might have 
been motivated by a desire to 
seize tlie highly critical analy- 
ses. 

In the three-page letter, the 
'55-year-old former Mason City 
businessman outlined his differ- 
ences with high agency officials 
since 19G1, when he was out- 
spoken in his criticism of cer- 
tain of his superiors. 

Tofte is paid $25,000 a year 
mation about! ^nd hold.s the Civil Service rank 


Tofte said that certain un-j 
named CIA officials "tried to| 
railroad me out of the agency" 
in 1901, but failed. 

He said CIA director Allen 


; Urges Tight Control , 
Tofte said he does not agree 
completely with Senator J..,W. 
Fulbright about the problems of 
the CIA, but feels that a tight 


Dulles had lost control of the' congressional scrutiny of its op- 
agency at the time of the Bay | erations is essential, 
of Pigs. ! “f what I am talking 

He praised President Ken- ‘ about and the agency knows 
nedy’s appointment of John that I know it,” Tofte said. 
McCone to head the CIA. He did ug pg[gt )g (ijg |e(ter did 
not mention Helms directly, but - 
was critical of the selection of 
a CIA professional to head the 


EXCLUSIVE tlic Bay of Pigs, 


/ To the Dominican 
The Register Republic and 
■ Vietnamese op- 

erations tliat could create “em- 


agency. 

Tofte revealed that he was 
at a secret meeting at the 
White Honse during thA 
Kennedy administration, dur- 
ing which he warned of the 
efforts of professional CIA 
men to hide their blunders in 
connection with the Bay of 
Pigs. 

He said he told unidentified 
iof GS 16. He is one of a mere! White House personnel at that 


barrassing issues” for the big 
spy agency and for CIA Director 
Richard Helms. 


handful of persons in the spy 
agency who has intimate knowl- 
edge of almost all'CIA activities 
in recent years. He has been 
involved in undercover work for 
more than 25 years. 

The Register learned Thurs- 
T , ~ „ ( day that Tofte had written 

In a letter to Charles E.; Strickland asking that he in- 
Strickland, a friend from Mason form friends of the circum- 
City and Clear Lake, la., Tofte stances of liis controversy 


with the CIA. He indicated he 
hopes to force a:i expose and 
a clean-up of (op personnel at 

the CIA, and anticipates a 
difficult and bitter fight. 
Strickland is retired president 


revealed that this analysis of the 
disaster of the Bay of Pigs andj 
serious blunders in the Domini- 1 
can Republic and Viet Nam 
were among papers seized at his 
home July 24 by CIA security of the Peoples Gas & Electric 
officers. j Co. in Mason City. , 

Critical Analyses "All I ask is for iny true 

. , „ . r. , , , . friends to trust me all the way 

ft. „ .. J .J® ^ ® to the bitter end,” Tofte wrote. 

Tofte ii^icated the CIA purity ' g{ jjjg jgjjgj. represented 

an attack on CIA director 
I Helms, and carried the Implica- 
Ition that Helms was one . of 
"those who planned and exe- 
cuted the disastrous Bay of Pigs 
invasion, who are still there "In 
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time, "The worst mistake the 
President of the United States 
could possibly make would be to 
put a CIA professional in the top 
spot of the agency." 

He suggested that his friends 
in Mason City read the book, 
"The Invisible Government” to 
gain some impression of what 
he is up against. 

He said the authors of the 
book, Tom Ross and David 
Wise, were harassed by the 
agency. He said his own wife, 
Marlys, has been subjected to 
surveillance in recent weeks. 

"The day this behind-the 
scenes setup, working under the 
protection of official secrecy, be- 
comes strong enough by escap- 
ing rigorous congressional con- 
trols, we will have the begin- 
nings of a police state in 
America. 

"It could be terribly misused 
by a ruthless politician in the 
White House l^fore Congress 
and the American people even 
knew it, " Tofte said in . Ids 


he slate (hat be would make 
all of the "embarrassing" In- 
formation public, bnt the en- 
tire letter carried the impli- 
cation that he will, in his own 
time. 

The text ot (he letter follows: 
"Mr. Chas. E. Strickland 
"Mason City 
"Iowa 

"Dear Charles: 

"Many thanks for your swift 
support in regard to the letter 
of introduction to Senator Hick- 
enlooper. I shall make use of it 
as appropriate. 

“In order to understand what 
I am really Involved in, I would 
recommend that you read a 
book titled ‘The Invisible Gov- 
ernment’ very carefully. CIA 
did everything possible to 
squelch the publication of that 
book. 

“The authors and their fami- 
lies were attacked ruthlessly, in 
fact, the entire professional ma- 
chinery went into action to de- 
stroy and discredit them and 
ruin their position in society 
and their home life. 

, "However, (he so called ‘in- 
visible government' was not 
yet quite strong enough to ac- 
complish it. 

"The . day this behind-the- 
scenes setup, working under the 
protection of official secrecy, 
becomes strong enough by es- 
caping rigorous cimgressional 
controls, we will have the be- 
ginnings of a police state in. 
America. I 

Continued 
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"It could DC icrriDiy misused "Dulles Itau losi comrui u» iiiurceny laccoraing lo my law- 
by a ruthless politician in the ihc time of the ‘Bay of Pigs.’ |yers), and tried to muzzle my- 

vtru‘ 1 - V tvknn rcolf nni4 (Via Maf mnnlifnn Pnlipn 


White House before Congress i was vastly relieved, when 
and the 

knew it. McCone. (Again, read the 

"With ‘one of us’ at the helm ‘Invisible Government,’ cha^ 
of CIA (pardon the pun), acting ter No. 13, ‘The Secret Elite. ) 
as a stooge of the powers-that- "After my vigorous 
ibe the stage is set for develop- against the operaUon. that 
Imcnts that would have our came the ‘Bay of Pip 
founding fathers rotating in their many other old profess 
graves. protested with the voice of_ the 

"I am no Fulbright man. In 


self and the Metropolitan Police 
;lDP7Sn^0«fl| RO«Q4ID€(S9I0O1 8-3 
one thing no one had expected: 

I came out in the open and 
challenged the entire outfit lo a 
public Slowdown. 

"This is what it is really all 
about. Marlys is already under 
surveillance, and I do not un- 
^dcrestimate the forces and facil-. 


fact, I am no politician at all. 
ll'm not for anything, I’m 
against something; Timidity 
and inefficiency. However, I do 
[agree with Fulbright that the 
agency has to be watched very 
carefully, only, Fulbright’s ideas 
of ‘watching’ would not even 
begin to do the job! 1 1 Not by a 
long shot. 

"Believe me, I know what I 
am talking about ... and the 
agency knows that I know it. 
The papers they found in my 
house represent years of study 
aimed at perfecting a plan, that 
would revolutionize the entire 
aA and make it do the work, it 
. is supposed to do— better, more 
professionally, and without a 
colossal waste in regard to 
[money and human tragedy. 

"The latter refers to the 
untold ‘little people’ — agents 
I and their bamboozled families I 
—that go down the drain dur- 
ing inefficient and callous 
operations without anyone lift- 
ing a finger. Like the Cuban 
exiles, that were murdered at 
the ‘Bay of Pigs.’ 

; "Was there a clean-up inside 
CIA after the ’Bay of Pigs’? 
Not on your life. The same 
people, who planned and exe- 
cuted that disastrous affair are 
still sitting in Langley in bigger 


turtle— Ihcy tried to railroad meijiics I am up against, because l 
out of Ihc agency every which know what was tried against the 
^ay. I authors of the 'Invisible Gov- 

"But 1 happened to be un- iernment.’ They could not get 
railroadabic. I signed my life ' them, because they were mem- 
away, so to speak, just to rc- bers in good standing of the free 


main in the agency to study, 
and leach, and work for im- 
provement against all odds. 

"The hierarchy thought it had] 
me cornered and rendered 
harmless, when I was Irans-l 
ferred lo the training depart- 
ment. 

Little did they realize, (hat 
this gave me precisely the pri- 
vacy and extra time, I needed 
lo learn everything and com- 
plete my studies for the prepa- 
ration of a plan, that would 
benefit the next generation of 
CIA men ... and perhaps con- 
1 tribute to sweeping improve- 
ment. 

'I emphasize contribute, be- 
cause no one man can have 
the whole answer. All he can 
do is try to contribute. I had 
to do most of this in my spare 
time; at home, nights, week- 
ends, and holidays. 

"So, in my house, the other 
[day, they found volumes of book 
manuscript and many secret 
reference papers of all kinds 
that apparently represented ’in- 
side’ and knowledgeable criti- 
cism of the ‘Bay of Pigs,’ the 
Dominican Republic, Viet Nam, 
and a host of other ‘embarras- 


press of America. 

"Naturally the lop men in '■ 
CIA susp(:ct lliat I have other 
papers somewhere. It. is well 
known now, that 1 keep meticu- 
lous diaries and private records 
in connection with the above 
mentioned work for over-all Im- 
provement. 

"I could go on and on. But the 
above is sufficient as to an 
indication of the issues at stake. 

I cannot help what is about lo 
happen now. All I can ask is for 
my true friends to trust me all 
the way to the bitter end. 

"Greetings to all mutual 
friends out west and kindest 
personal greetings to you and 
your family. 

"Faithfully. 

•Vi/ H ans 

•‘HansV.Tofte", 


and better jobs. I do not envy gjj,g’ issues, 
them those jobs, I just think ..^hey also found a master 
that other men should be in designed to pre- 

them. vent these things and save mil- 

“As to my own ambitions, I jjong of dollars of unnecessary 
can only say that once during a . g^penditure via enhanced ef- 


secret meeting at the White 
House early in the Kennedy ad- 
ministration, I -was jokingly 
asked ‘whether I wanted to be 
director of CIA’? 

No Joke 


ficiency — starting with im- 
proving the quality and per- 
formance of our people, 

“I think, they suspected all 
this and that the ‘raid’ of 
Sunday two weeks ago was 


rx 


AUG 1 2 1966 


..Al,ead, thea. ..PW that 

this was no joke. Not orfy wo d 

I flatly refuse such process. This I cannot 

I would feel free lo ^ prove but if anyone has a 
the worst misUke any Presl^ ^ j jp^g jg 

of the United SUlcs could pos- 

sibiy make would be to put a gggney perpe- 

(SA professional in the top an illegal entry into my . 

pi the agency I ^Ihome, accompanied by 'grand. 
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